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A.—No, 43, a. 


SECOND ANNUAL REPORT, 


Registrar General’s Office, 
Melbourne, 12th December, 1855. 
Srr, 

I have the honor of submitting to you for the purpose of being laid 
before the Legislative Council, a General Abstract of the Births, Deaths, and 
Marriages registered in the Colony of Victoria during the year ending 30th 
June, 1855. 

2. It will be observed that the numbers registered during the year 
throughout the Colony, were :— 


Births ee ele se ek ieee (02) 
Deaths - - - - “ar GEC 
Marriages - - - - - 3,798 


3. The number of births registered is more than double that of the 
preceding year, in which only 4499 were recorded. This satisfactory result 
may be attributed in some measure to the success which has attended the 
exertions made to extend and improve the working of the system, and to the 
activity and intelligence displayed by the Deputy Registrars, and also to the 
increasing desire manifested by parents to secure for their children the 
advantages derivable from registration. 

4, The quarterly registration of births gives the following results. The 
numbers registered in the several quarters in the years 1853-4 and 1854-5 
were :— 


1853-4, (a) 1854-5. (5) 
September 30th — - = ry eOeD - =) 2292 
December 31st - - 919 - Se LB, 
March 31st - - Bete: - - 2598 
June 30th - - - 2047 - - 3088 

4499 10,210 


5. From the réturns which accompany the Report, it will be seen 
that the proportion of male to female births varies from that observed in the 
previous year, bemg 103 males to 100 females born in 1854-5, while in 
1853-4 the numbers were 107 males to every 100 females. 


Appendix, Table I. 
Appendix, Table TI. 
Appendix, Table Ii. 


Birtus. 


(a) 1853-4— Registrar 
General’s First Re- 
port, sec, 31. 

(0) 1854-5— Appen- 
dix, Table I, pre- 
sent Report, 


Registrar General’s 
First Report, sec, 31. 
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6. Ninety-three cases of twins occurred among the births during the 
year; of these 103 were males and 81 were females. Two cases of triplets 
are recorded, and of these two were males and four females. The number 
of illegitimate births registered was 116, equally divided between the sexes, 
being 58 males and 58 females. 

MARRIAGES. 7. Ifthe number of marriages may be taken as an index of the general 
condition of the people as regards their material comfort and prosperity, it 
will be satisfactory to observe that notwithstanding the depressing cir- 

Registrar, General's cumstances of the Colony during the period under review, the number 
First Report, sec. f =) 4 ! 3 
34 of marriages has increased from 3342 in the previous year, to 3798 in 

Appendix, Table IL., 
present Report. 1854-5. 

8. It is remarkable how equally these marriages appear to have been 
distributed over the various periods of the year. Thus the number which 
took place in each quarter of the two succeeding years was found to be:— 


1853-4. 1854-5. 

Quarter ending 30th September - 625 - OTe 
= 3lst December - 889 - = ODS 

x 3lst March - ay pe eecs - 905 

= 30th June - = S090 = - 959 

3342 OS 


9. The youngest male married was 18 years old, the oldest 62 ; the 
youngest female married was aged 134 years, the oldest 65. The number of 
widowers who re-entered the married state was 429, of widows 387. Sixty- 
five per cent. of the total number of females married were under the age of 
25 years, and sixty-three per cent. of the males were married between the 
ages of 21 and 30. 

10. The application of the test of “signatures to the marriage regis- 
ters” affords a similar satisfactory result as to the state of education, so far 
as regards the ability to write among the adults, to that which was found by 
the returns of the previous year. The number of males who signed with 

Appendix, Table I, marks only, was about 12 per cent., and of the females 28 per cent. In 
Ce ee England, in 1849, the proportion of males who thus signed was 31 per cent., 
and of females 46 per cent. The comparison continues therefore to disclose 
an educational condition among the adults highly gratifying and most im- 
portant to the Colony. 

Dearus. 11. While so large a portion of the population continues perpetually 
or moving about from one gold field to another, many deaths must of necessity 
remain unregistered, notwithstanding the endeavors which have been made 
to meet this evil by subdividing existing districts and by appointing additional 
Deputy Registrars to fresh localities, wherever the mining population were 
found to have fixed their residence long enough to admit of the arrangement. 
Taking the Colony generally, however, I am happy to bear testimony to the 
zeal and intelligence with which the Deputy Registrars have exerted them- 
selves to secure a complete registration. 
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12. With this conviction, therefore, it is with great satisfaction I have 
to report that, notwithstanding the increase of population by immigration and 
by the number of births, which, as before observed, have doubled, there have 
been but 6572 deaths recorded during the year, being only 746 cases more 
than in the previous year. The following comparative statement will shew 
the mortality of the two years :— : 


1853-4, (a) 1854-5, (b) 
Males - ~ - 3589; - é 4076 
Females’ - : - DIRT z E 2496 

Totals - : 5826 —- - - 6572 


13. In Melbourne and its suburbs, comprising the district within a 


circle of ten miles, the deaths registered in the two years were as follows :— 


1853-4, (a) 1854-5. (b) 
Males - - peer AO cid - - 2091 
Females’ - - < 1632): —- - - 1453 

Totals - - 4026 - = - 3544 


being 482 less in 1854-5 than the number recorded in the previous year. 

14. Thus it will be seen that while there has been a slight increase in 
the number of deaths throughout the Colony, there has been a decrease of 
mortality within the Melbourne district. There are not at present sufficient 
data on which to ground any opinion as to how far this may be the result of 
an improvement in the salubrity of the city, and in the habits of the people, 
or of a diminution in the number of the inhabitants by the removal of families 
to the country districts, in consequence of the commercial depression which 
prevailed during a large portion of the period under review. Probably each 
of these causes may have influenced the result, and it is certain that many of 
the evils attendant on an excessive immigration into a city insufiiciently 
provided with house accommodation for so many thousands of strangers, to 
which in my last report I drew attention, no longer exist. At the same time 
it will be found, from whatever cause the increase may have arisen, that the 
registered number of male and female deaths has nearly doubled in the 
districts beyond Melbourne and its suburbs. ; 

15. From the accompanying returns it will be observed, that, of the 
total number of deaths from all causes which have occurred in the Colony, 
about one-third resulted from zymotic, i.e., endemic, epidemic, and contagious 
diseases. In England and Wales the average is little more than one-fifth. 
In this Colony the proportion, as stated in my First Annual Report for the 
year 1853-4, was nearly 40 per cent. out of every 100 males who died, and 
nearly 45 per cent. out ofthe females. This year it is for the former 31-575 and 
for females 35°616 per cent., shewing a reduced degree of intensity in regard 
to preventable diseases. Of the 2176 deaths under this class no less than 


1184 were those of children under five years of age. 
A.—No., 48, 0. 


(a) Registrar Gene- 
ral’s First Report, 
sec, 42. 

(6) Registrar Gene- 
ral’s present Report, 
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Til. (a) and (6). 
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Appendix, Table VI. 


Appendix, Table VI. 


Appendix, Table VII. 


Appendix, Table VI. 


Appendix, Table IT. 


Appendix, Table II. 


Appendix, Table VI. 


Appendix, Table II. 
Appendix, Table VI. 


Appendix, Table VIL. 


Appendix, Table III. 


16. Dysentery, diarrhea, and typhus have carried off four-fifths (81 
per cent.) of this class in the Melbourne district; the respective per centages 
being as follows :—Dysentery, 43; diarrheea, 18; typhus, 20. Last year there 
were 262 cases of measles, constituting 14:5 per cent of the zymotic class; in 
the present year there were four cases only. The tables for 1853-4 shewed 
that scarlatina had proved fatal in 85 cases; the following tables shew but 26. 

17. In the country beyond the Melbourne district, dysentery, diarrhea, 
and typhus, formed 90 per cent. of the zymotie class; and the results as to 
measles and scarlatina, present the same favorable character as in the metro- 
politan district. 

18. No cases of deaths from small pox or hydrophobia have been , 
registered. 

19. In the month of September, 1854, an epidemic prevailed among 
the Chinese, who had recently landed in Melbourne from a long sea voyage; 
by it 40 of these people perished, and 10 additional fatal cases of a similar 
type were registered in the month of January following. The nature of this 
disease was at first considered as very doubtful, but it has been since pro- 
nounced to be sea scurvy. 

20. Under the head “ Diseases of uncertain or variabie seat,” the 
mortality throughout the Colony appears to have been 14:4 per cent. of the 
total number of deaths from all causes. The deaths recorded were 948, and 
of these 567 occurred in the first year of life; debility and atrophy formed 
the cause of death in three-fourths of the eases both in Melbourne and in the 
remainder of the Colony. A similar result was observed in the previous 
year. 

21. The deaths from “ Diseases of the nervous system,” form 13°7 per 
cent. of the mortality from all causes, for both sexes throughout the Cclony. 
The total number of cases was 901, of which 589, or nearly two-thirds, con- 
sisted of children under five years of age; and of these, 412 died within twelve 
months after their birth. More than half of these resulted from convulsions, 
and hydrocephalus (or water on the brain). The deaths from delirium 
tremens, in Melbourne and suburbs, have decreased this year to the extent 
of more than one-half; while in the remainder of the Colony there has been 
but one case more than in the previous year, notwithstanding the increase 
of the population. There were nine fatal cases of coup de soleil, or sunstroke, 
in the Melbourne district, and four more were recorded in the country. 

22. The same favorable results are to be found as in the previous 
year, under the head of “ Diseases of the respiratory organs,” the number 
of deaths forming only 12:3 per cent. of the whole mortality of the Colony. 
In Melbourne and suburbs phthisis pulmonalis formed 57 per cent. of the 
total of this class of diseases, or 277 out of 484 cases, and pneumonia 27 
per cent., or 130 cases. In the remainder of the Colony, phthisis formed 
44-5 per cent., and pnewmonia 36 per cent. The deaths from bronchitis 
were 8°5 per cent, of the class in Melbourne, and 11°5 per cent. in the re- 
mainder of the Colony. 

23. “Diseases of the organs of circulation” constituted 2°03 per 


cent. of the whole mortality, diseases of the heart being the chief cause of 
death under this head. 

24. The mortality under the head of “ Diseases of the digestive 
organs,” or 9°66 of the total deaths in the Colony, amounted to 635 cases, 
429 of which occurred among children under two years of age; of these 268 
died from teething. There were 82 fatal cases of éabes, and 116 of enteritis. 

25. Only 23 cases of death from “ disease of the urinary organs” 
have been recorded, and 68 from “diseases of the generative organs;” of 
the latter, 66 resulted from childbirth. From “diseases of the locomotive 
organs ” 24 deaths have occurred; and from “ diseases of the integumentary 
system” only 6. There were 40 deaths from “old age” registered. One 
male died between the ages of 90 and 95, and the oldest female between 
95 and 100. 

26. The deaths from “ external causes” throughout the whole Colony 
formed 9-4 of the total mortality. The deaths registered as arising from “ in- 
temperance” amounted to 45; and there were 538 violent deaths, principally 
by drowning and other accidents, which cannot be more precisely described 
in consequence of the vague terms which have usually been employed in the 
verdicts returned by inquest juries. It is greatly to be desired that Coroners, 
when giving information in such cases to the Deputy Registrars, would add 
such particulars as may afford a just idea of the precise nature of the cause 
of death. 

27. In connection with this subject I would again urge upon medical 
practitioners the necessity and importance of lending their aid to this depart- 
ment, by giving in every instance an authentic name of the fatal disease, and 
by furnishing as precise information as possible of the causes of death, both 
primary and secondary, in accordance with the recommendation of the 
Presidents of the Royal Colleges in 1837, which will be found in the Appendix 
to the Fourth Annual Report of the Registrar General of England, and re- 
published in the “ Statistical Register of Victoria.” 

28. My First Annual Report, laid upon the Legislative Council table on 
the 4th May, 1855, contains a full explanation of the duties carried on in this 
department, and of the mode of procedure observed in conducting the 
business in its various branches of Registration of Births, Deaths, and Mar- 
riages, Statistics, Blue Books, Patents, and Census. Beyond extending the 
agency of the system whenever it has been found practicable, and a reduction 
of the remuneration of the Deputy Registrars to an uniform rate of halt-a- 
crown per entry, but little alteration has since taken place. Additional duties 
have, however, been imposed upon this department by the “ Compulsory 
Vaccination Act;” these comprise the necessary correspondence connected 
with the registration, the supply of forms, the keeping of many separate 
accounts, and providing the medical men with vaccine lymph. 

29. The total number of Deputy Registrars is 134, and the number 
of Ministers of Religion, with whom this Office is in regular correspondence 
on the subject of their marriage registers, amounts to 188. 

-30. The second portion of the Census returns of April, 1854, con- 
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taining the tables and distribution of the several religious denominations in 
the Colony, has formed the subject of a distinct Report, and was laid on the 
Council table on the 28th November, 1855. 

31. In my Report for the year 1853-4, I stated that it was my intention 
to propose a trial of the experiment of collecting through the medium of the 
Deputy Registrars, instead of that of the Police Constables, the materials 
required for the compilation of the Blue Books and Statistical Returns of the 
Colony. This ‘proposition has since been acted upon, and with a degree of 
success which warrants much hopefulness for the future, aud fully justifies 
me in repeating my belief, “that the future more frequent employment of 
those officers in the public service might be turned to very valuable account 
in a country so deficient as this Colony is in the machinery of parochial and 
municipal institutions.” 


I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
NORMAN CAMPBELL, 
Registrar General. 


The Honorable the Chief Secretary, 
&C:, &c., &c. 
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APPENDIX—continved. 


Tasty IV. (a). 
ANNUM 3 SUMMARY of DEATHS of MALES Registered in Moe and Suburbs from Ist J tly, 2 1854, to 30th J une, 1855. 
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APPENDIX—continued. 
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ANNUAL SUMMARY of DEATIIS of BOTIL SEXES Registered in the Colony beyond the Melbourne District from 1st July, 1854, to 30th J une, 1855, 
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APPEND X—continued. 
Taste VI. 


DEATHS REGISTERED IN MELBOURNE AND SUBURBS. 


TABLE shewing the relative Per Centages of Mortality from each Disease in each Month to the Total Deaths of such Month ; and also the Per Centage of the Total Deaths of the Year from 
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APPENDIX—continued. 


SUMMARY OF TABLE VI. 
© TABLE shewing the actual Number of DEATHS from various Causes Registered in Melbourne and Suburbs during each of the Twelve Months from Ist July, 1854, to 30th June, 1855, 
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rs together with the relative Per Centage of Mortality from the several Classes of Diseases in each Month, and the average Per Centage of the Total Deaths during the entire Year. 
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Taste VII. 


DEATHS REGISTERED IN THE COLONY OF VICTORIA BEYOND THE MELBOURNE DISTRICT. 


TABLE shewing the relative Per Centages of Mortality from each Disease in each Month to the Total Deaths of such Month ; and also the Per Centage of the Total Deaths of the Year from 
each Disease to the aggregate Deaths of the entire Class to which such Disease belongs,—from Ist July, 1854, to 30th June, 1855. 
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APPENDIX—continued. 


SUMMARY OF TABLE VII. 


TABLE shewing the actual Number of DEATHS from various Causes Registered beyond the Melbourne District during each of the Twelve Months from 1st July, 1854, to 30th June, 1855, 
together with the relative Per Centage of Mortality from the several Classes of Diseases in each Month, and the average Per Centage of the Total Deaths during the entire Year. 
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A LIST OF DEPUTY REGISTRARS AND THEIR DISTRICTS. 
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George Trangmar. 
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Robert Hamilton. 
John Peermann. 


George Currie. 

J. Brown. 
Nicholas Cole. 
Angus Craig. 
John Manifold. 
Peter McArthur. 
James Ross. 

J. G. Ware. 
Andrew Plummer. 
T. J. Vallance. 
S. Martin. 

H. B. Armstrong. 
James Quinan. 

| John Cuttle. 
Richard Haines 


| Richard Garton 
| D. B. Craig. 

G. W. Elms. 

B. B. Creagh. 
James Galbraith, 
J. de L. Bragge. 
J. L. Rees. 

H. C. Peters. 


William Buchanan. 


Marcus Macartney. 


| Hepburn 
|| Hexham 


Horsham 


Kalkallo 
Kangaroo 
County Pie a ees 
Keilor se 
Kilmore... °. 
Kyneton 
Lockwood ... 
Maldon 
Maryborough 


Melbourne 


Mitchell River 
Mount Blackwood.. 
Ditto 
Mount Garvoc 
Mount Korong 


|| Mount Moriac 
| Murchison ... 
| Northcote ... 
| Point Nepean 


Portland 


Prahran 


Queenscliff ... 
Raglan... 
Richmond . 
Sale... 


| Sandhurst ... 


Sandy Creek 
St. Kilda 


| Swan Hill .. 


Timboon 
The Leigh ... 


Wangaratta 
Wardy Yallock 


Warringal ... 
Warrnambool 


Williamstown 
Wimmera ... 
Winchelsea 

Woodford ... 
Woollert 5 
Yackandandah 
Yan Yean.-... 
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(Red Hill). 


J.S. C. Coffin. 
Robert Ewing. 
H. S. Palmer. 
H. C. Ellerman. 
Peter Crichton. 


Andrew Ross. 


Nicholas Brennan, 
F. W. C. Beavan, 
Andrew Strahan. 
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| J. N. Wood. 
| Samuel Barrett. 


E. B. Arnold. 
Thomas Sunderland. 
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Richard Bunce. 
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James Morish. 
Thomas Rea. 
George Thompson. 
R. G. Wilson. 

J. Reed. 


Edward McKenna. 
M. McLean, 

John Stock. 
Henry Townsend. 
John Tulloch. 
Thomas Hillas. 
Charles Dod. 
Robert Tassell. 
W. H. Lagoe. 

H. B. C. Marlay. 
J. T. Sanders. 
Adolphus Barnett. 
John Hutchinson. 
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W. A. Roche. 
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J. T. Morris. 

R. McPherson. 
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J. M. Ardlie. 
Daniel Curdie. 
Edmund Burke. 
J. M. Clow. 

J. E. Robinson. 
Alexander Schultze. 
Thomas Dignan, 


William Latham, 
Robert Bowie. 


By Authority: Joun Ferrers, Government Printer, Melbourne. 


